
Jewelry/Metalsmithing Syllabus & Safety Contract 
You must complete & return this contract before you may begin any metalwork. 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

I am looking forward to an exciting semester with your student in my metalsmithing 
class. My intent is for all students to be able to express themselves artistically within the field of 
metalsmithing while working in a safe and productive studio environment. There is inherent 
risk when working with jewelry and metalsmithing tools which is why proper safety techniques 
will be taught for using saw blades, equipment both manual and electric, acid solutions, and 
also using the torch. This contract is designed to create and keep a safe working studio 
environment for all students. 
 
Dear Students, 

This class traditionally runs at approximately 28 students and there are six different 
areas, or stations, going at any one time. Please help keep the areas safe by following the 
safety rules and reminding your fellow students of them when you see someone slipping. All 
students are issued safety goggles and are required and responsible for wearing them while 
working with chemicals, machinery, cutting, or shaping metal. 
 
Course Objectives 

We will begin by learning necessary techniques and processes to alter metal 
accompanied by the history of metalsmithing and also metalsmithing artists. We will use the 
jeweler's saw, practice metal stamping and hammering, texturing metal, annealing metal, and 
also create metal artworks using cold connections. 
 
How To Succeed 

1. Be Respectful: Respect is one of the top classroom rules. I expect you to show respect to 
yourself, your classmates, classroom/materials, and to your teacher. 

2. Be Prepared: Bring all necessary supplies. 
3. Be Punctual: Arrive on time and do not leave early. Do not line up by door. 
4. Be Honest: You are required to do your own work- this includes all creating and ideas. 

Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a 0 for the project, meeting 
with both parent and principal, with possible suspensions or referrals.  

5. Be a Participant: Communication is a key part of the artistic process. You will be 
expected to share opinions, comments, questions, and perspectives during critiques and 
classroom discussions. Be respectful of other opinions. 

6. Be Safe: Many tools and materials will be used that can be dangerous. 
7. Follow LHS Code of Conduct: Appropriate behavior, dress, attendance, etc. can be found 

in the LHS code of conduct. 
8. Be Creative and Have Fun!: To excel in this art class you must be willing to push yourself, 

think of new original ideas, and experiment with unfamiliar materials. 
 
Report unsafe behavior promptly for serious and blatant safety violations. All students are 
responsible for reporting unsafe behavior by another student. Your identity will be confidential 
and you will be deemed an anonymous witness. If you are identified as standing back and not 



reporting unsafe behavior of another person, you will be considered an accomplice for enabling 
the unsafe student and will be given the same punishment. 
 
Unsafe behavior is defined as: 

1. Improperly using tools and equipment 
2. Not wearing safety goggles when using equipment or chemicals 
3. Using the torch for anything other than soldering and annealing 
4. Using the torch on materials other than metal given to you in class 
5. Throwing ANYTHING in the classroom, including trash 
6. Rough housing in the room such as running, kicking, flinging arms, etc. 
7. Having things on the solder table that don’t belong there (ex: paper towels, pliers, etc.) 
8. Reaching in front of someone else’s workspace (at soldering table or sawing station) 
9. Going back to the solder table to chat- this is distracting therefor deemed very unsafe 

 
Safety Discipline “3 Strikes You’re Out” Outline 

1. 1st Offence: You will be signed one-hour detention and your parent/guardian will be 
contracted. (Sever endangerment foes directly to #2 or #3) 

2. 2nd Offence: You will receive an administrative referral noting you have endangered 
your enrollment in the metalsmithing class by twice breaking the safety contract. Your 
parent/guardian will be notified. 

3. 3rd Offence: I will contact your parent/guardian and you will receive a disciplinary 
referral for your prompt removal from the class. 

 
 
Cell Phones 

Cell phones will not be allowed out during class due to safety concerns. Cell phones are 
distracting and unnecessary in the metalsmithing room. I reserve the right to confiscate a cell 
phone if found being out and/or used during class time. The phone will be returned at the end 
of the period. If this happens more than once, the student will receive disciplinary action 
according to the “3 Strikes You’re Out” rules. 

 
Grading 

Along with work habits, grading will rely on the Colorado Visual Arts Standards 
(Comprehend, Create, Transfer, & Reflect). Each project will be worth 100 pts. Usually each 
project focuses on ideation/planning, craftsmanship/technical skills, and critique/reflection. 
Under the work habits category, students will be graded on following directions, effort and 
attitude, participation, cleaning, and also use of time and the studio.  

 
If you have any questions and/or concerns you may reach me at 

Chandon.hammersmith@thompsonschools.org 
 
Respectfully, 
Chandon Hammersmith 
 

 
Student Name (please print) :_____________________________________________ 

mailto:Chandon.hammersmith@thompsonschools.org


 
 

I have read and understand the classroom expectations and safety contract above. My failure 
to follow the guidelines and rules may result in disciplinary action including possible removal 
from the metalsmithing class, resulting in a failing grade. 

 

Student Signature Date 
 
I have read the class syllabus, expectations, and safety contract and understand that my 
student is responsible for his/own behavior. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature Date 
 
Students: Your toolbox check out sheet and your safety agreement must both be returned 
before a tool kit is issued. You will receive 25 points for bringing in a signed toolbox checkout 
sheet, signed safety and expectations sheet, and also a 3-ring binder by assigned date. 
 
Have you worked with metals before? 

 
 
 

Do you feel comfortable working with machinery? 
 
 

Anything I should know? (health concerns, allergies, interesting facts, etc.) 
 
 
 


